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Preserving Our Past

The Future of the Past committee held
its fifth and final meeting in Helena on
November 15. The group has been meeting
since January to develop a unified voice
that presents to the legislature a plan on
how to fund the long-term preservation of
the state’s historical and cultural treasures.
The 14-member committee was composed
of six legislators and two members each
from the Montana Historical Society
Board of Trustees, the Montana Heritage
Commission, the Tourism Advisory
Council and the Lewis & Clark Bicentennial
Commission.

The committee has recommended that four
bills be introduced in the legislature. One of
the bills will set up the cultural grant program
while the other three bills will focus on how to
fund this grant program. The funding mech-
anisms considered in the bills include:

« A 1% bed tax increase from 4.% to 5%.
Montana residents who pay bed tax would be
eligible for a bed tax rebate when filing
income taxes.

- A tax on car rentals.

+ A cultural trust within our coal trust.
The interest from this cultural trust would

fund the grant program.

Details of these bills and other legislative news
will follow in future issues of Updates and on our

Intranet site at www.travelmontana.state.mt.us.

Wehdate

Travel Montana’s web team is embarking on
a new web content-sharing relationship with
Montana Historical Society Press and Montana
the Magazine of Western History. The Historical
Society will provide excerpts from their books
and magazines, and Travel Montana will post
the content. A link on how users may purchase
these books or magazines from the Historical
Society will be provided. According to Travel
Montana’s Electronic Marketing Manager
Corrie Hahn, this partnership is a value-
added feature for our web users. “There are a
lot of western history buffs out there, especial-
ly the international visitor who wants this type
of information. We are committed to provid-
ing this type of valuable content for our visi-
tors.” Alink to this feature can be found on our
visitmt.com homepage. Travel Montana has
had a similar arrangement with Falcon Press
since last summer.

In response to requests from our users,
the web team has created a new snow report
archives feature on www.wintermt.com.
This special feature allows visitors to go
back in time and see what the conditions
were a day or week ago at the state’s 16 ski
areas. The crew is also developing a new
feature that focuses on the Race to the Sky
Dog Sled Race, with special links for kids.
It will be completed by January 2001.

Traffic on Travel Montana’s main home-

page, visitmt.com, has seen about 1.3 million

Did You Know

: * Off the Beaten Path in Bozeman was named by Travel & Leisure magazine as the 13th best tour

operator in the world.

. ® Custer’s Last Stand Reenactment was named as one of North America’s 100 Best Events in

i ® The Big Mountain will host the Chevy Truck U.S. Alpine Championships, March 23-28, 2001I.
i * Mountain Meadows Guest Ranch, River Rock Lodge and Rainbow Ranch Lodge were fea-

tured in the December/January issue of Travel Holiday magazine.
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|
visitor sessions from January I through !
October 31, 2000. This is compared to the I
same time period in 1999 with 734,374 visitors |
and 430,665 in 1998. Visitmt.com anticipates |
hosting more than 1.5 million visitors in 2000.

This would be a 78% increase from 1999.

Lewis and Clark
Workshops Planned

Travel Montana, the Montana i
Stockgrowers Association (MSGA), the Lewis |
& Clark Bicentennial Commission, Montana |
State University Extension, Small Business |

Development Centers and the Montana !

Agriculture Department have teamed up to I
present three Lewis and Clark-related work- ;
shops February 19-21, 2001. A full-day |
workshop will be held on February 19 at Wolf
Point’s Sherman Motor Inn, February 20 at |
Fort Benton’s Ag Museum and February 21 at |
Western Montana College in Dillon. I

The workshop is entitled “The Corps of I
Rural Discovery: Lewis & Clark Visitors Among ; i
Montana’s Ag Community.” The purpose of |
the workshop is to highlight the potential I
opportunities the upcoming bicentennial |
observance can provide to Montana farmers !
and ranchers living along the historic trail. The !
expected increased visitation along the trail ;

|
provides opportunities for: i

* Education - telling agriculture’s storyto |

primarily urban visitors.

* Economic activity - how a recreation busi-

ness might benefit an agricultural operation.

* Networking - community/country rela-

tionship building and cultural exchange.

The workshop agenda includes pre-
sentations on the Montana Stockgrowers
Association’s “Undaunted Stewardship”
program, Montana’s Lewis & Clark
Bicentennial Observance plans, and farm
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